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Bristol Local Plan Review Consultation February 2018 
Comments from Bristol Food Policy Council 
 
Headline summary of response 
Bristol Food Policy Council; 

• strongly welcomes the special protection proposed for Stapleton allotments and 
small holdings and the removal of protection of this site for park and ride (RES 5). 

• strongly welcomes protection of the Bath Road allotments (3.3.13) 

• welcomes the strengthening of protection to schools/youth facilities relating to 
proximity of food takeaways (6.3 and HW 5) and recommends that this 
protection be made even stronger (see further detail below). 

• welcomes the mixed use proposals for St Philip’s Marsh but regards it as a very 
serious omission that the St Philip’s Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market is not 
specifically mentioned. The wholesale market is a significant part of the city food 
infrastructure. As such it needs to be designating as land essential for food 
system infrastructure. The Local Plan review should be highlighting the need for 
investment to develop the St Philips wholesale market and site into a thriving 
hub for the West of England sustainable food system (CD 3) 

• welcomes the mention of Food Systems (7.2) and wishes to see specific 
commitment spelled out in the Local Plan review, of how this will be supported 
by Bristol City Council (see further detail below). 

• recommends that Bristol City Council lobbies for change in Use Classes of food 
takeaway and retail in order that local independents can be treated differently to 
multinational chains on the grounds that local independent food businesses can 
have positive impacts on the local economy, on health and on soil health and 
biodiversity.  

• recommends that Bristol City Council and neighbouring Local Authorities set up a 
short life task force to examine actions it and others need to take now and in the 
future for ensuring a resilient and healthy food system that is good for people, 
wildlife, soil and natural resources. This is urgent given the implications of Brexit. 

 
3.3.13. We welcome specific protection of the Bath Road allotments within the 
proposed new neighbourhood. 
 
CD 10. We welcome the retention and protection of allotments in SW Bristol.  
 
BCS 9. We believe that all existing allotments need protection. 
 
DM 13 and Bristol City Council Allotments Strategy. We support the retention of the 
Bristol City Council requirement of 7 new allotments (each 1 750 sq m), available 
under the same terms as existing allotments, per 1000 residents in new dwellings 
and pro rata for smaller developments. We want to see this put into force. We are 
not aware of it yet happening for any new developments despite the existence of 
the policy.  
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6.3. and HW5.  We welcome the strengthening of controls on food takeaways to 
include 600 metres on a principle walking route in addition to 400 metres from 
schools and youth facilities, plus attention to avoid concentration of facilities.  
 
We believe there are grounds for increasing the distance to 600 metres from a 
school/youth facility and 1000 metres on a walking route. 
 
In relation to this issue, and to planning permissions for food retail, we believe there 
is a need for a change in the Use Classes applying to food takeaways and food retail 
within planning law in order that planners can differentiate between local 
independent businesses versus multinational chains. We recommend that Bristol 
City Council continues to lobby national government for these powers. 
 
The grounds for this are that independent local businesses contribute more to the 
local economy, they are more likely to procure locally produced food, they are more 
likely to adopt Bristol’s ‘Eating Better Award’ standards, Sustainable Restaurants 
Association and Food for Life or other equivalent standards.  
 
7.2. We welcome the fact that Food Systems appear as a heading in its own right. 
We welcome the acknowledgement of Bristol Food Policy Council, a Good Food Plan 
for Bristol (December 2013) and the Who Feeds Bristol report (March 2011).  
 
The statement that Bristol City Council will ‘continue to support’ this work is very 
weak. How will this support be manifest? The City Council appears happy to share 
credit for the work of unpaid volunteers dedicating their efforts towards a West of 
England food system that is healthier, better for local businesses and better for the 
natural world. Yet it is hard to see how Bristol City Council’s current support for food 
systems work is anything more than tokenistic. Good Food Standards for in-house 
procurement and catering, whilst very welcome, have taken 12 years to be adopted. 
The Local Plan should commit to adoption of the December 2013 Good Food Plan 
and the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact as a minimum.  
 
We also recommend that Bristol City Council should set up a short life task force 
with key statutory sector partners across the West of England in order to examine 
what actions it and others need to take now and in the future in order to ensure a 
resilient and healthy food system that is good for people, wildlife, soil and natural 
resources. This is urgent given the implications of Brexit, which brings concerns 
about continuity of affordable high quality and nutritious food supply, about UK fruit 
and vegetable production and about maintenance and improvement of standards to 
ensure that farming practices are supportive of biodiversity and soil health.  
 
7.2.2. We welcome the acknowledgment of food production, food quality, food 
security and quality soil, and the retention of BCS9, DM15, DM17, DM19, DM29.  
 
We believe that all of these policies need to be stronger in relation to food. They 
mainly ‘expect’ things rather than ‘require’ them, and there is no enforcement. 
Given the absolute importance of food and the urgency of the pressures faced due 
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to climate change, resource depletion, biodiversity loss, economic failures, world 
conflicts, and Brexit the policies need to give serious emphasis to factors that will 
create the conditions for a resilient and healthy food system.  
 
A further reason for strengthening the City commitment to a thriving food system is 
that food is a powerful way of building community, reducing inequality and fostering 
resilience within the City. It offers positive ways of responding in uncertain times. 
Engagement in community growing, community cooking, community shared meals, 
community buying cooperatives and community festivals is a major force for building 
cross-cultural bonds. We believe that the Local Plan and Bristol Development 
Framework could do more to explicitly safeguard and add to the existing indoor 
community meeting places, community kitchen spaces including spaces for 
community cookery schools, community cafes and spaces for food cooperatives, and 
community food growing spaces.  
 
BCS23 and DM33. We welcome acknowledgement of food manufacturing and 
processing and food related industries. It is a major omission that St Philip’s 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market is not included in the Local Plan (see further 
comment below). The Local Plan Review appears to pay lip service to the issues and 
yet at the same time it ignores them when it comes to detail.  
 
RES5. We welcome the special protection given to the Stapleton allotments and 
small holdings, based on their importance for food growing, community use, and on 
soil and land quality, and we commend Bristol City Council for safeguarding this 
resource including the Feed Bristol site. We recommend inclusion of the map and 
outline in the Local Plan or associated documents.  
 
We welcome the removal of the designation of the above land for park and ride, and 
we commend Bristol City Council for this.  
 
7.2.4. This should read ‘best and most versatile agricultural land’. We commend 
Bristol City Council on recognising this as a national asset. It could also be added that 
this particular area of land is unusual in that it is free from flood risk, whereas much 
of the nation’s best and most versatile agricultural land is flood prone.  
 
3.1.14. We welcome the inclusion of proposals for regeneration in the St Philip’s 
Marsh area. We welcome the acknowledgement of this as a crucially important 
active industrial and warehousing area including the siting for electricity supply and 
railway infrastructure. We welcome the proposal for a mix of uses in this area.  
 
CDS 3. It is a very serious omission that the Local Plan fails specifically to mention the 
St Philip’s wholesale fruit and vegetable facility within St Philips. This is the only 
wholesale fresh fruit and vegetable market serving the independent sector in the 
south west of England and also serving South Wales. It is one of only two in England 
that runs without Local Authority support. It was established in 1968 close to the 
railway. It provides a route to market for farmers in the south west and Wales. This 
site has the potential to develop into a hub for the West of England sustainable food 



 4 

system, acting as a location for a diverse range of entrepreneurial start ups and 
businesses, including a training school and a modern efficient wholesale market. 
Although the market has struggled to thrive faced with the business model of the 
multiple chain retailers, one only has to look at the role of St Philips as a key supplier 
of fresh produce during the Glastonbury Festival week to gain insight into what it 
could become, with the right investment, leadership and support.  
 
If Bristol City Council has a proposal for an alternative site for the sustainable food 
systems hub then this needs to be specified and identified in the Local Plan. 
 
Simon Wood (Chair), Angela Raffle (Vice Chair) 
Bristol Food Policy Council April 2018 


