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Introduction 

Evidence shows that spending time in nature is good for our health, 
happiness and wellbeing. Living in a city can sometimes mean it is more 
challenging to feel connected to the natural world making it all the more 
important to create and maintain wild, green spaces that everyone can 
enjoy. Nature also provides us with a range of services we take from 
granted such as clean air, flood defences and carbon sequestration. 

Bristol and the surrounding countryside is one of the 

greenest areas in the country – with a third of the city 

being open green space or waterways. However, the 

region also has the fastest growing population in the UK, 

with all the development pressure that brings. Protecting, 

preserving and increasing the amount of green space in 

the city is a priority for both the council and many third 

sector organisations. 

This module shares Bristol’s ambitions for 2015, and a 

handful of case studies about what the council, local 

people and groups are doing to enhance green spaces 

in the city. 

Later this year, more content will be added to this 

module so please revisit the website. 

A green city 

Bristol is in the West of England which has 

an extraordinary diversity of wildlife: it is 

home to 19 of the 27 broad wildlife habitat 

types found in the UK. 

Bristol itself enjoys some special wildlife. The 

Avon Gorge is internationally important for its 

ecology and geology, with 25 rare plant species 

and four plant and tree species that are unique 

to the Gorge.  

The city has many nature reserves, parks and 

commons including the Clifton and Durdham 

Downs, Blaise Castle, Penpole Woods, Ashton 

Court and Leigh Woods. 

Bristol has an extraordinary heritage in 

academia, wildlife film making, campaigning and 

much more to build upon.   
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Bristol’s green vision 

Bristol City Council has created an ambitious plan over the next 20 years 
for ensuring that people have access to good quality parks and green 
spaces close to where they live. The West of England Nature Partnership 
has also set ambitious aims for the restoration of the natural environment 
within the city region and is already providing national leadership through 
initiatives designed to better link our economy and recognise the value of 
nature.

The 2013 State of Nature report (a collaboration 

between 25 UK conservation and research 

organisations) demonstrated how our wildlife is in 

decline and the risk to our own health and prosperity that 

this represents.  

During our year as European Green Capital, we want  

to help wildlife recover within our urban landscape and 

the areas beyond, reconnect people with nature by 

celebrating the wildlife and beautiful spaces we already 

have, and inspiring and educating everyone about 

nature, and how to care for it.  We will share our journey 

in order to help others learn from our work, both 

nationally and internationally. 

 

By 2020, Bristol aims  
to be a world-leading  
nature rich city. 

 

 

  

Ambitions for Bristol 2015: 

To create a nature rich urban landscape by 

creating wildlife corridors across the city 

and beyond into the wider landscape; 

 To support wellbeing by connecting people 

with nature; 

 To inspire and educate people about nature 

and how to care for it; 

 To provide national leadership by Bristol 

being the centre for debates on a proposed 

Nature & Wellbeing Bill; 

 To improve Bristol’s records of our wildlife, 

and create the next generation of recorders 

and experts; 

 To provide international leadership in 

exploring how our ecosystems can help make 

Bristol a resilient city 
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A bit of background 

For years, rural areas had Wildlife Trusts in place which protect nature but it 
was uncommon for urban spaces to have them, despite the abundance of 
wildlife that can be found in cities. The Avon Wildlife Trust was one of the 
first urban wildlife trusts to be founded in 1980 with the mission to protect 
and celebrate Bristol’s wildlife.   

Brandon Hill Park was the UK's first urban wildlife centre 

and nature reserve, created through a partnership with 

Bristol City Council, the first time an area of formal park 

was ever allowed to go wild.   

Bristol is a hub for naturalists, with many wildlife and 

nature organisations headquartered here, as well as 

leading academic research and courses at Bristol 

University and the University of the West of England, 

and a nationally important natural history collection held 

by Bristol's Museums and Galleries. Bristol has been 

home to the BBC’s Natural History Unit since the 1950s, 

and is now known as the 'hollywood' of wildlife film 

making with a diverse industry based here. We also host 

the international Wildscreen festival which is a 

showpiece for the industry. 

Bristol Zoo is the world’s oldest provincial zoo, with a 12 

acre site that is home to more than 400 species. The 

Zoo is committed to conservation and education and 

provides visitors with unique experiences for learning 

about and caring for wildlife and biodiversity. 

Of course, sometimes conservation means fighting 

against planned development. Bristol has a rich history 

of campaigning groups resisting building projects which 

threaten natural habitats or reduce access to green 

spaces. Bristol Parks Forum is one such group which 

devotes its energy to protecting and improving the city’s 

green spaces. Independent from, yet supported by, 

Bristol City Council, it is an umbrella organisation for 

community park groups and organisations with an 

interest in their local parks and green spaces.  
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Protecting the natural world is a priority for people all over the city, whether 
they are individual householders, local businesses, third sector organisations 
or the council itself. Here we share a handful of the best examples. 

Increasing tree cover 

The value of trees is well understood: they clean the 

air and provide oxygen, reduce the risk of floods, 

offer shade on sunny days and provide a habitat for 

wildlife. They also make cities more attractive, 

bringing nature to our doorsteps and offering a 

visual connection to the passage of the seasons.  

The economics of trees is less well understood. Various 

groups have made attempts at valuing natural capital but 

there is not yet a national standard for measuring the 

worth of a tree. It is therefore down to individual councils 

to decide how to manage trees. In Bristol, the council 

has established a commitment to ensure that 30% of the 

city is covered by trees, and has introduced budgets and 

strategies to deliver this. 

This target was established following a campaign by 

local lobby groups. In the early 2000s, Bristol City 

Council introduced a policy of leaving a short tree stump 

when it removed street trees. This was done in order to 

facilitate planting a new tree at a later stage but it had 

the unintended consequence of drawing attention to 

missing trees, and raising awareness of the benefit that 

trees bring to our lives.  

In 2005, the council launched Tree Bristol 

(www.treebristol.com), a project aimed at planting more 

trees in the city, generating income via tree sponsorship, 

and working with communities to promote tree planting.  

In 2008, the Bristol Tree Forum was created to support 

the project. It is made up of representatives from groups 

including the Bristol Park Forum and lobby groups such 

as ‘Bristol Street Trees’. 

In 2013, the council created a sister project to Tree 

Bristol aimed at educating primary school children about 

the value and importance of trees. The three-year 

project, called Tree Pips, will plant 36,000 trees – one for 

every child in Bristol. The aspiration is to give every 

primary school aged child the opportunity to plant a tree 

or be involved in planting a tree. The trees are planted at 

public events in accessible parks or green space ideally 

within 300 metres of the school gate. The project is 

supported by the Bristol Tree Forum, The Woodland 

Trust and Forest of Avon Trust. 

Case study  

“Tree Bristol is one of  
the most successful 
planting and management 
programmes for city  
trees in the country.”  

Simon Cook, Leader  
of Bristol City Council, 2010 

“A big thank you to you  
and your team. The 
children loved helping  
to plant the trees.”  

Badocks Wood  
Primary School. 

http://www.treebristol.com/
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What we have learned 

Bristol City Council has learned some valuable 

lessons about how to approach tree planting  

over the last ten years, and offers this advice  

to others below: 

Work with others: Setting up a Bristol Tree Forum 

invited local people to influence the council’s plans, and 

engaged them in the process. The Forum also takes 

independent action, meaning significantly more trees  

are being planted in the city. Membership continues  

to increase. 

Recruit champions: The Forum invited volunteers to 

become ‘Tree Champions’ in different areas around the 

city, attending neighbourhood meetings and influencing 

decisions about tree  

planting. They have helped to steer budget to  

support tree planting. 

Get organised: Seek to integrate tree planting within 

capital land-based investment programmes. 

Coordination within Bristol City Council has significantly 

improved in recent years and opportunities to plant new 

trees are now considered with every major capital 

project. For instance, when the Greater Bristol Bus 

Network was being completed in 2012, the council 

dedicated £450k from the project’s £70m budget to 

environmental improvements, including the planting  

of 500 new trees along key routes in the city. 

Look at your planning policies: Bristol council made 

revisions to its planning policy to include objective 

metrics that calculate the number of trees required to 

compensate for lost trees (the ‘Bristol Tree Replacement 

Standard’).  It has also adopted a mechanism that 

obliges developers that wish to remove and not replace 

trees to make payments to fund planting on public land – 

since 2012, the funds accrued in some Neighbourhood 

Partnership areas has exceeded £150k.  

Track progress: Bristol City Council has mapped tree 

canopy cover across the city using a GIS tool: in 2011 

tree canopy cover was just 14%. It has also mapped tree 

planting opportunities across the city. 

Find a sustainable source of funds: Develop 

strategies to attract and sustain funding for tree planting. 

In Bristol, we have found it complex and costly to build 

tree pits in pavements and the local authority has been 

unable to meet the rising demand for tree planting. 

Discussions are now underway about whether the  

Tree Bristol project could be converted into a Charitable 

Trust or Community Interest Company. 

Valuing trees: There is not yet a set of national 

guidelines to objectively measure a tree’s asset value,  

or net worth, making it hard to assign a monetary value 

that accounts for the ecosystem services they provide. 

Recent attempts to adapt US-based tree-valuation 

models (such as i-Tree) by other bodies in the UK have 

had limited success. 

Space to plant: Bristol’s ambition to plant a tree for 

every child in the city has been very well received but it 

has presented a considerable challenge. Inevitably, the 

project has had to focus on planting woodland’s and 

hedgerows instead of individual trees. Although 

communities want more trees, achievable numbers are 

relatively low and cost per tree is high. 
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Bristol Parkhive 

Bristol Parkhive (bristolparkhive.com) is a 

collaboration between the University of the West of 

England, Bristol and Bristol Parks Forum (BPF). The 

BPF is the umbrella organisation for volunteer-led 

community parks groups across the city which aims 

to support volunteers to develop their skills, and 

support increased visibility of the importance of parks 

and green spaces in the city. 

Parks and green spaces are the most used leisure 

facility in Bristol. More than 25 million visits a year are 

made to Bristol’s green spaces by 83% of the 

population, yet at present they (along with parks and 

green spaces UK-wide) do not attract statutory funding 

and therefore continue to remain vulnerable in a context 

of increased local-authority budget cuts, and increased 

pressure on cities to identify sites for development to 

provide housing for burgeoning populations. Despite 

increasing evidence of the importance of parks and 

green spaces for citizens and the role that they play 

across a range of agendas, many of Bristol’s parks and 

green spaces are threatened with disposal by Bristol City 

Council on the basis that they were ‘little-used,’ 

‘underused,’ and/or ‘surplus to requirements.’ 

Bristol Parkhive was developed in partnership between 

the University of the West of England (UWE), Bristol and 

Bristol Parks Forum to explore how working in 

partnership could support improved outcomes for 

Bristol’s Parks and Green Spaces, and support 

volunteers working in these. Specifically, it aimed to 

explore how working from a  ‘citywide’ perspective could 

support and make visible lesser known green spaces, 

and also how the scale of a citywide project could 

motivate and further support volunteer-led community 

parks groups which play an increasingly important role in 

the protection of green spaces in the city. 

A number of parks managers have attended BPF 

meetings during 2015 to find out more about the 

Parkhive project and explore how they may do 

something similar in their own local authority areas. 

Close to home, this includes South Gloucestershire 

which is in the process of developing its own Parks 

Forum using BPF as a source of information, as well as 

Bath, Bournemouth and Poole local authorities. 

The project sought to identify practical ways in which the 

skills and knowledge of staff and students in the Faculty 

of Arts, Creative Industries and Education (which has 

specific strengths in visual communications, audience 

development, public engagement etc.) could support a 

wide range of improved outcomes for communities 

across the city through engagement with the community 

parks groups. The project is informed by the conception 

of higher education institutions in cities as anchor 

institutions and explores how we could develop a model 

of working which is sustainable post-2015, and which 

supports improved civic and environmental outcomes for 

our local and wider communities. 

There are lots of committed volunteers working in parks 

and green spaces citywide who are working to support 

Bristol Parks maintaining high quality parks and green 

spaces for the city’s residents; many volunteer parks 

groups have members with strong environmental 

sciences backgrounds and knowledge but struggle to 

recruit new, younger members and lack good digital 

communication skills which is limiting the 

impact/awareness of their work/role – for example social 

media, design and promotional skills.  

Bristol Parkhive aimed to address the above by working 

in partnership to explore how UWE – as an anchor 

institution & strategic partner in Bristol Green Capital 

2015 – could activate our existing skills and resources to 

provide our students with meaningful work experience, 

professional development and live project opportunities 

and/or research contexts, how this could support Bristol 

Parks Forum members to develop and promote their 

work more effectively, and how this could become a 

sustainable way of working for UWE and BPF post-2015. 

The project contributes towards the ambition to make 

Bristol a world-leading, nature rich (biophillic) city where 

people are connected to a nature rich landscape. 

To date, it has been delivered through:  

A digital skills development programme for Bristol 

Parks Forum volunteers: including website design, 

film-making, podcasting, apps and maps creation, social 

media. This enables them to promote their work, and 

increase opportunities to recruit volunteers in the future. 

Design and co-creation of the Bristol Parkhive app: 

made by UWE Bristol students and staff, BPF volunteers 

and Calvium, Bristol’s award-winning app creation 

Case study  
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company. The app uses GPS to  show users their 

nearest parks and green spaces anywhere in the city, 

and also to search for new parks and green spaces to 

explore by neighbourhood or features available such as 

children’s play area, woodland walks or a café facility. 

The Bristol Parkhive app makes all of Bristol’s parks and 

green spaces visible, and information about them, and 

how to visit them, accessible to local residents and the 

visitor economy. This encourages visitors to explore 

neighbourhoods off the beaten track, and enables a 

wider range of areas to benefit from the visitor economy 

in the city, as well as showcasing the amazing range and 

variety of parks and green spaces that Bristol benefits 

from. 

Digital photographic archive celebrating Bristol’s 

parks and green spaces: This photo archive 

(http://www.bristolparkhive.com/digital-photo-

archive.html) aims to enable all residents of the city to 

participate in the Bristol Parkhive project, and to 

encourage visitors to Bristol’s Parks in 2015 to contribute 

to a collection of images which counters the claim made 

in 2010 that any of the city’s parks or green spaces were 

‘underused,’ ‘little used,’ or ‘surplus to requirements.’ 

The archive aims to make highly visible the number of 

people who use parks and green spaces in the city, and 

the range of activities they support – both those which 

are well-known and those which are lesser-known (and 

perhaps more vulnerable to future proposals for 

development for this reason). 

There have been a series of exhibitions of the 

photographs submitted to the archive to date, including 

at the festival of nature on Bristol’s Harbourside in June 

2015. There are a number of additional exhibitions 

planned in a range of neighbourhood venues across the 

city to raise awareness of, and engagement with, the 

project amongst as many of the city’s communities as 

possible. 

Bristol Parkhive’s key stakeholders 

The key stakeholders in the project are the University of 

the West of England’s students and staff; Bristol Parks 

Forum volunteers, Bristol residents in all 14 

Neighbourhood Partnership areas of the city, and a 

range of professionals working for organisations 

connected with improvements to and care for parks and 

green spaces, including wildlife (such as Festival of 

Nature, Avon Wildlife Trust). 

Sam Thomson, Director of Civic and Cultural 

Engagement at UWE ACE is the Bristol Parkhive Project 

Director; David Smith – UWE ACE Creative Teaching 

and Learning Fellow is Assistant Director & a team of 

graduate interns (Lisa Friedberg, Hugo de Brett, Sammy 

Milton, Marton Gosztonyi and Esme Griffiths) have 

delivered the project – working with large numbers of 

student and staff volunteers, and liaising cross-faculty 

and service at UWE to ‘join-up’ UWE’s capacity to 

deliver aspects of the project & to construct a 

sustainable legacy for the project. Mark Logan is Chair 

of Bristol Parks Forum & the forum has approximately 70 

member groups – each of which has participated in the 

project. Bristol Parks Forum quarterly meetings provide 

a formal meeting point for all engaged with the project. 

To date this project has achieved: 

 Increased awareness of the role of Bristol Parks 

Forum and individual volunteer-led community parks 

groups citywide.  

 Increased digital skills for community parks group 

volunteers supporting increasingly effective 

promotion and recruitment of new volunteers. 

 Production of a co-created app showcasing all of 

Bristol’s Parks and Green Spaces – making lesser 

known spaces visible to local residents and the 

visitor economy. 

 Production of a crowd-sourced digital photographic 

archive celebrating all of Bristol’s Parks and Green 

Spaces. 

 Large number of projects undertaken by students, in 

partnership with Bristol Parks Forum members to 

support improved outcomes for Bristol’s parks and 

green spaces (e.g architecture students developing 

proposals for disused building to be taken over by 

the parks group through the Community Asset 

Transfer scheme to create a new community facility 

in the park; design of an outdoor learning (forest 

school) ‘kitchen’ for children under ten years old, 

development of new walking and running routes for 

health in parks, website design, creation of a 

community history archive centred on the park).  

The project has been delivered through:  

 People/Resources – a team of 3 graduate interns 

for 6 month paid posts from January 2015 – June 

2015 to produce the app and launch the photo 

archive project; 2 graduate interns for 12-month 

paid posts to co-ordinate the wide range of student 

projects, liaise with Bristol Parks Forum members, 

http://www.bristolparkhive.com/digital-photo-archive.html
http://www.bristolparkhive.com/digital-photo-archive.html
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and promote the digital archive, app and exhibitions 

connected with it throughout 2015. Allocation of 

resources for 2 days per week for the project 

director and 1 day per week for the creative 

teaching and learning fellow throughout 2015. 

 Higher Education Innovation Funding was secured 

for the app creation/co-creation. 

 This partnership project built on established 

partnerships & trust between partners prior to 

beginning the project – it’s success has been built 

on pre-existing engagement between the key 

partners, willingness to work together for shared 

aims & the ability of each partner to both engage 

and to motivate their wider networks. 

 

 

1. Key players 

 Sam Thomson, Director of Civic and Cultural 

Engagement in the Faculty of Arts, Creative 

Industries and Education at UWE, Bristol 

initiated this project. 

 Bristol Parks Forum members (see: 

http://www.bristolparksforum.org.uk/parks-

forum-members/ for a complete list) were the 

grassroots organisations who partnered in it. 

BPF members wrote copy for the app, 

submitted photographs for use in the app & the 

archive, participated in skills development 

workshops and provided proposals for projects 

which students and staff were able to work on. 

 Bristol City Council formally manages most of 

Bristol’s Parks and Green Spaces, and 

supports Bristol Parks Forum as a consultation 

forum. Bristol Parks Managers attend BPF 

meetings and liaised with individual groups in 

relation to specific projects and outcomes as 

part of Bristol Parkhive.  

 Calvium – Bristol’s award winning app 

developers co-created the app with UWE staff 

and students and BPF volunteers. 

 

2. Drivers, barriers & opportunities 

 

 Be realistic about the time it takes to 

collaborate across organisations, and ensure 

that communications between project team 

members are prioritised.  

 The partnership worked well using digital tech 

to communicate between individuals and 

groups, supported by quarterly meetings – 

meaning that volunteers were not being asked 

to attend any meetings other than those already 

scheduled by BPF to complete the app. The 

workshop programme was well-attended by 

BPF members who self-selected participation in 

the workshops that specifically interested them. 

 Online collaborative software – which the UWE 

team are familiar with & which we planned to 

use for a range of tasks – was not familiar to 

BPF volunteers and led to delays in partners 

responding to specific requests. The team 

reverted to e-mail and attachments for the rest 

of the project & this was successful. 

 Having now created the app, streamlining the 

co-creation process would be easier. We would 

also create a web app; and plan for time delays 

– allowing for software glitches. 

 

 

  

 

“Bristol is known as a green city, yet the 

crucial value and importance of green 

spaces to communities who live here can 

often seem to be lost in the midst of 

economic pressures on the city to find more 

sites for housing and development or to 

generate income. It is volunteers, like the 

Bristol Parks Forum membership, who stand 

up for parks and green spaces all over the 

city – often in situations where private 

developers and/or the local authority is 

under considerable pressure to approve 

damaging and/or inappropriate 

developments. 

“We therefore launched this project to 

support the volunteers in Bristol who value 

and champion their parks and green spaces. 

Following publication of ‘Area Green Space 

Plan,’ and ‘Site Allocations Disposal’ 

proposals to sell-off more than 64 green 

spaces in 2015, more than 30,000 residents 

took part in protests, signed petitions and 

organised events and campaigns across the 

city to ensure that residents were aware of 

the proposals and how to object to them. 

Following the largest response in Bristol City 

Council’s history to a policy proposal, the 

plans for a widespread sell-off of green 

spaces were abandoned. 

We now need to work towards a sustainable 

future for parks and green spaces, and BPF 

members are central to that for Bristol.” 

Sam Thomson, UWE 

http://www.bristolparksforum.org.uk/parks-forum-members/
http://www.bristolparksforum.org.uk/parks-forum-members/
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Bristol City Council:  
building green  
into the city 

When reviewing planning applications, Bristol City 

Council considers the impact a development will 

have on the natural world.  This has obvious 

benefits for wildlife but also on the quality of life for 

Bristol’s residents. Indirectly, by making Bristol a 

more attractive city, it also adds value in terms of 

drawing tourists and attracting inward investment. 

As with any UK city, there is a statutory requirement to 

take ecological considerations into account within the 

planning system. However, in Bristol, planning 

applications are scrutinised by a professional ecologist 

who conducts site visits in order to complete detailed 

technical surveys. 

The council’s in-house ecologist works in partnership 

with landscape architects, urban designers, 

arboricultural officers, engineers and others to maximise 

the benefits of new developments on the natural world. 

Some sites are protected, either as designated sites like 

wildlife corridors, or because they are known as habitats 

for legally protected species. In others, the council’s 

planning team looks for ways to provide ecological 

enhancements as a positive opportunity, rather than a 

planning constraint. Some examples that it encourages 

homeowners and developers to include are: built-in bird 

and bat bricks or boxes; living roofs; wildflower 

meadows; new ponds; native tree and hedgerow 

planting; reptile refugia or hibernacula; habitat piles; and 

hedgehog houses and insect hotels. 

Bristol’s planning team also offers a service for home-

owners or building contractors before they submit a 

planning application. Where pre-application submissions 

are made, the team give comments on planning 

proposals, as well as offer meetings where they 

collaborate to improve the ecological aspects of a design. 

The Bristol Natural 
History Consortium 

Bristol has a high concentration of people with a 

passion for nature, which led to the creation of the 

Bristol Natural History Consortium. This partnership 

enables many organisations to collaborate on their 

goal of engaging the general public in conservation 

issues. The consortium now runs the annual Festival 

of Nature – the largest such event in the UK – as well 

as the annual Communicate conference for 

environmental communicators. 

It also hosts the Festival of Nature, a free two-day event 

for the general public held each summer which features 

hundreds of events including lectures, tours and film 

screening, all on the topic of science, natural history and 

the environment. 

Case study  

  

Case study  
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My Wild City 

The Avon Wildlife Trust is driven by a vision of 

turning Bristol into a nature reserve. Through its  

‘My Wild City’ project, it works with communities 

across Bristol to transform gardens and open 

spaces, connecting green spaces in order to create 

wildlife corridors that allow wildlife to move easily 

around the city. 

It has created 20 maps of the city intended to inspire a 

conversation across Bristol about things people can do 

to support wildlife in urban areas. The maps identify the 

areas in each neighbourhood where there are 

opportunities to improve woodland and grassland habitat 

for wildlife, and also other opportunities like making bird 

boxes, ponds and fresh water containers or planters. As 

part of Bristol 2015, the Avon Wildlife Trust is calling on 

everyone across the city to download the map of their 

neighbourhood and take action for wildlife. 

West of England B-Lines  

Buglife (www.buglife.org.uk) is the only organisation 

in Europe devoted to the conservation of all 

invertebrates. They teamed up with the Avon Wildlife 

Trust to create a network of B-Lines 

linking wildflower-rich areas across the West of 

England, linking the Cotswolds with the Mendips, 

cities to the countryside, and the coast to the hills. 

The West of England B-Lines project will: 

 Work with project partners to identify and map a B-

Lines network for the West of England; 

 Work with land owners and land managers to restore, 

enhance and create wildflower-rich grasslands; 

 Provide support and training for land owners and 

managers in techniques for managing and establishing 

grasslands and accessing funds; 

 Provide on-line resources such as habitat 

management fact sheets; 

 Communicate and promote B-Lines to a wide 

audience by attending events, producing regular 

project updates and holding workshops and 

community engagement events. 

 

  

Case study  Case study  

  

http://www.buglife.org.uk/
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Bristol Urban 
Pollinators 

Pollinators supply a crucial ecological service, and 

finding ways to improve their lot is a major challenge. 

Urban environments are growing across the UK and 

flower-rich oases in otherwise uninviting city habitats 

could support large numbers of pollinators. 

The Urban Pollinators project is researching insect 

pollinators in urban habitats in the UK. The project is 

funded under the UK Insect Pollinators Initiative and 

runs from 2011 until 2014. The project is led by 

the University of Bristol, with academic partners at 

the University of Reading, University of Leeds, University 

of Edinburgh. 

In 2013, the Urban Pollinators Project in Bristol created 

15 large meadows in parks and schools across the city 

in association with Meadow Bristol.  A further 6000sq. m 

of meadows was created by Meadow Bristol at 33 sites 

across the city.  

Forgotten  
Landscapes project 

The Heritage Lottery Fund granted more than £1m  

for a 3.5 year Landscape Partnership project ‘A 

Forgotten Landscape’. Commencing in January 2015, 

the project aims to restore the heritage of part of the 

Lower Severn Vale Levels - a term used to describe 

the coastal region alongside the Severn Estuary 

between Avonmouth and Lawrence Weston in Bristol 

and the county boundary with Gloucestershire. 

The project will restore a range of wildlife habitats across 

the area to benefit its rich array of wildlife, including 

wetlands, hedges, wildflower grassland and orchards. It 

will also help communities and people interact with the 

natural heritage of the Levels and Estuary through a 

range of volunteer programmes including wildlife 

identification classes, training in traditional skills such as 

coppicing, pollarding and hedge-laying and the 

promotion of traditional practices such as salt marsh 

grazing and cider making. 

The project will also provide new learning opportunities 

for school children and wider age groups and aims to 

increase public access to the Levels landscape by rail, 

bike and on foot, advertising and promoting its heritage 

features for people and communities living in the area 

and outside it. 

  

Case study  Case study  

  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biology/research/ecological/community/pollinators/initiative/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biology/research/ecological/community/
http://www.reading.ac.uk/caer/index.html
http://www.agriland.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/biology/evolutionary-biology
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/biology/evolutionary-biology
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My Wild Street 

As noted above, Avon Wildlife Trust (AWT) 

encourages local communities to work together to 

create, restore and maintain high quality local wildlife 

sites within Bristol as part of the ‘My Wild City’ 

project. 

The Bristol-based legal firm Burges Salmon worked in 

partnership with AWT to create 'My Wild Street', an 

exemplar of a wildlife -friendly urban street. Each year, 

Burges Salmon arranges a volunteering event in the 

local community where its staff can use their skills to 

benefit the area. As sponsors of Bristol 2015, this year it 

decided to choose a project that would contribute to one 

of the year’s main themes: nature. 

Burges Salmon and AWT worked with residents in 

Stanley Park in Easton to convert a single street into a 

wildlife corridor. The aspiration was to create a 

demonstration site that would inspire residents in other 

streets and neighbourhoods to do the same. A key 

criterion was therefore to keep costs down so that it was 

affordable to replicate. 

During a two-period in September 2015, more than 90 

volunteers from Burges Salmon took turns to transform 

the tiny front garden spaces outside residents homes 

with a variety of simple nature-attracting installations 

such as planters, pergolas and trellises to grow and 

support plants, and special wildlife habitats such as log 

piles and ‘bug hotels’. The team also helped residents 

install water features such as bird baths and frog-friendly 

ponds. Two staff members from AWT led the project, 

working with a garden designer to create the designs, 

and coordinating the Burges Salmon volunteers. 

In total, more than 30 homes were given a Wild Street 

makeover, transforming the neighbourhood. Residents 

reported seeing noticeably more wildlife in the street as 

well as evidence that neighbouring streets had been 

inspired to introduce more greenery too. 

Julie Doherty, community engagement and volunteering 

manager for AWT said: ‘The response from the residents 

of Stanley Park was phenomenal – with a little support, 

almost everyone was eager to do their bit to help local 

wildlife thrive. The enthusiastic team from Burges 

Salmon allowed us to deliver a huge change to the area 

in a very short period of time. Already, we have had 

enquires from people in other areas of Bristol who are 

eager to do the same.’ 

 

   

Case study  



 

15 
 

how to protect and enhance green spaces in a city Published: January 2016 
 Version 3 
 

 
 

  

 

Urban green space is consistently undervalued. Many 

councils see parks and green spaces as a cost, without 

fully understanding their contribution to city life. The true 

value of green space can only be realised when councils 

integrate green planning across city planning 

departments.  

As cities grow, the pressure on green spaces intensifies. 

By 2050, 66%of the world’s population is due to live in 

urban areas – an extra 2.5 billion people will need 

accommodating. Rather than giving over green space to 

expansion, I would argue that it is increasingly important 

to protect it. 

Many studies have associated green space with improved 

mental and physical health for city residents. Recognising 

this value should allow us to develop more green space 

because it contributes to wider city objectives.   

Similarly, well-managed urban parkland has a positive 

economic effect on the surrounding areas. The 

development of New York’s High Line helped regenerate 

its neighbourhood, and now attracts visitors and income 

from tourism as well as boosting property values in the 

area. 

This regeneration value is relatively easy to measure, but 

much of the value of natural capital resists simple 

definition. Different services provided by green spaces 

matter to different groups – whether that be improving 

people’s physical and mental health, providing plants that 

purify the air and offset carbon dioxide or providing 

habitats for other flora and fauna.  

Natural resources underpin the existence of every city.  

Businesses all need clean water, fresh air and food for 

their people, if not their processes. The current market 

does not typically ascribe a monetary value to the natural 

origins of these resources, yet without them, nothing 

would function. Urban green space helps connect us to 

this natural capital, reminding us of the ecosystem we all 

need to survive. 

 

Connected thinking about a variety of city-wide issues 

needs to take green spaces into account. For example, 

studies
2
 have shown that wide-canopied trees in parks 

can offset some of the heat island effect that arises from 

large clusters of buildings. If strategic planting can cool 

temperatures between 2 ºC and 8 ºC, then this could 

reduce energy and heat loss. 

Planners need to determine what they want from their 

green areas – review what they have, and if it does not 

work, change it. If the aim is to improve air quality, it 

might be more valuable to have rows of silver birch 

trees
3
, which studies show eliminate pollution, along 

major roads rather than a single park that benefits a 

smaller area.  

With integrated planning and conscious decision-

making about the plants, livestock and people that 

space supports, a city’s green space can deliver a 

whole series of benefits. A cycle path or walkway can 

double as a wildlife corridor or ecosystem for particular 

birds or insects. A planting area can educate 

schoolchildren about the sources of food, ecosystems 

and plant life cycles. 

Recognising the different contributions green space can 

make to city life can help raise its status and put it on a 

par with other areas of urban design. Historically, green 

planning has been an afterthought, considered 

separately and this lack of integration means that there 

has been no clear plan or purpose for a city’s green 

areas.  

Green space has a value that far exceeds the obvious 

provision of a breathing space for city dwellers or its 

land value. Recognising this potential must prompt 

senior decision makers to integrate green planning with 

other departments. It is only when green spaces are 

properly designed that they can deliver the full range of 

benefits to their city and its people. 

KPMG Viewpoint 

The true value of green space 

 
By Dr Stephanie Hime 

1 http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/population/world-urbanization-prospects-2014.html 
2 http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCRN012.pdf/$FILE/FCRN012.pdf 
3 http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es404363m?journalCode=esthag 
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BRISTOL 2015 

European Green Capital is a prestigious annual award 

designed to promote and reward the efforts of cities to improve 

the environment. Bristol is the first ever UK city to win the 

award. 

European Green Capital is run by The European Commission, 

recognising that Europe’s urban societies face many 

environmental challenges – and that sustainable, low-carbon 

living is vital to the future of our cities and our people. 

The award was first won by Stockholm in 2010. Since then, 

Hamburg, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Nantes and Copenhagen have 

carried the torch. Bristol will hand over to Ljubljana at the end of 

the year. 

 

THE BRISTOL METHOD 

The Bristol Method is a knowledge-transfer programme aimed 

at helping people in other cities understand and apply the 

lessons that Bristol has learned in becoming a more sustainable 

city, not just in 2015 but in the last decade. 

Each module of the Bristol Method is presented as an easy-to-

digest ‘how to’ guide on a particular topic, which use Bristol’s 

experiences as a case study. The modules contain generic 

advice and recommendations that each reader can tailor to their 

own circumstances. 

The Bristol Method modules are published on the Bristol 2015 

website at www.bristol2015.co.uk/method 

 

CONTACT 

hello@bristol2015.co.uk 

+44 (0)117 379 0115  

Bristol 2015 Ltd 

Units 5-6 

1 Canon's Road 

Bristol BS1 5TX 

www.bristol2015.co.uk 
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