
Understand your organisation's whole

impact on GHG emissions - it can

make up to 90% of your carbon

footprint!

Future proof against likely Scope 3

legislation

Indirect emissions - a consequence of your

organisation's activities but occur at

sources owned or controlled by another

organisation and therefore...

likely to be someone else's Scope 1

emissions

Includes emissions from both your

upstream and downstream activities

Check out the overview GHG Protocol's diagram

of scopes and emissions across the value chain

UK Government Department of Business,

Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS)

Circular Ecology (University of Bath)

Sector Specific Intensity Averages

Supplier Environmental Product Declarations

(EPDs)

LCA Tools (OneClick)

Don’t worry about trying to include it all.
Focus on understanding your value chain,
reducing activities where carbon emissions
are highest, and monitoring and tracking
progress as you address the other areas.
Be transparent about the gaps and
consider it a journey.

Not everyone is using the same accounting
methodology - be consistent with your own
method, but recognise this isn’t an exact
science and discrepancies between
organisations are completely normal.

Looking to influence your supply chain?
Collaboration is key.
Also think about incentivising – how can you
make carbon a priority along with cost in
procurement decision making?

A free, web-based tool by GHG Protocol

and Quantis which screens your scope 3

emissions based on spend data.

Most commonly used to collect and

analyse data but complicated formulas can

crash it so use VBA coding where possible.

Emissions estimates
from data on the
economic value of
goods and services
purchased

Emissions estimates
for goods and
services using
industry data or
national average data

More accurate
than secondary
data

GHG Protocol's
Corporate Value
Chain Standard

Science Based Targets
Initiative

The Scope 3 Evaluator

Excel

Data collection on Scope 3 can be really challenging

and does not need to be 100% complete. Making

assumptions is fine if it allows action sooner.

It is best to collect actual data from your supply chain

(supplier data) and fill in the gaps with secondary data.

For supplier data, ask for product-level GHG inventory

data for the products you purchase from your suppliers.

Remember

Make sure uncertainties are reduced as far as practicable
and achieve level of accuracy that enables decision-making
with reasonable confidence.

Is it a significant emissions source?
What degree of influence do you have over this source?
Are your stakeholders interested in this area?
Does mapping this help you to future proof your
business or activities against likely future legislations?

Disclose any relevant assumptions and reference to the
accounting and calculation methodologies and data sources
you have used.

Aim to report on all emission sources and activities and any
specific exclusions should be disclosed and justified.

Use consistent methodologies to help with meaningful
monitoring of your emissions performance.

TRANSPARENCYTRANSPARENCY

There are 5 key principles:

Relevance

Completeness

Consistency

Accuracy

With thanks to Natalie Francis -

Senior Carbon Management Consultant, Mott MacDonald,

Member of Bristol Advisory Committee on Climate Change.

Eco-Act white paper on homeworking
emissions - an open-source carbon calculation
methodology to help you quantify the transfer
of Scope 1 & 2 office-based emissions to
Scope 3 emissions related to homeworking

For more information about

the Climate Leaders Group & the Climate Action Programme, visit

www.bristolgreencapital.org/project_cat/climate-action-programme

https://www.ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/ghgp/standards_supporting/Diagram%20of%20scopes%20and%20emissions%20across%20the%20value%20chain.pdf
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard_041613_2.pdf
http://sciencebasedtargets.org/
http://www.bristolgreencapital.org/
https://info.eco-act.com/en/homeworking-emissions-whitepaper-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/government-conversion-factors-for-company-reporting
http://circularecology.com/
http://oneclicklca.com/
https://quantis-suite.com/Scope-3-Evaluator/
http://www.mottmac.com/
http://www.thebaccc.org/
http://www.bristolgreencapital.org/project_cat/climate-action-programme

