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Climate Justice – An Overview 

Climate change is, by its very nature, a problem of justice 
– specifically global justice. 

It will primarily affect those who have done least to 
contribute to the problem. 

Responding to climate change requires global and local 
decisions on emissions reductions, technology 
development, adaptation finance, and coordination. These 
decisions require discussions of fairness and justice. 



Global Context – Scientists Recommend
Scientists recommend that we must keep warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels 
(note that 2°C was recommended until October 2018).

We hit 1.1°C change in 2020, and the 2018 IPCC Report estimates that we will reach 
1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if we continue as we are today.

To keep temperature to 2°C, global emissions need to be cut by 40-70% relative to 2010 
levels by 2050 and be at or near zero by 2100.  

To keep temperatures to 1.5°C, emissions needs to be cut 45% relative to 2010 levels by 
2030 and net zero by 2050.



Global Context – Scientists Recommend
Why does 1.5°C Matter? (From the 2018 IPCC Report)

§ Sea Level Rise: around 10cm less in a 1.5°C world compared to 2°C - roughly 10 
million fewer people exposed to risk.

§ Severe Heatwaves: 14% of the world exposed to at least one extreme heatwave 
every 5 years in a 1.5°C world compared to 37% in a 2°C world.

§ Water Scarcity: 271 million exposed to water scarcity in a 1.5°C world compared to 
388 million in a 2°C world.

§ GDP Per Capita: down 8% in a 1.5°C world compared to 13% in a 2°C world.



Global Context - Climate Change Politics
COP21 Paris Agreement – 2015 (came into force in 2020)
§ New stringent global targets, but inadequate national determined contributions 

(NDCs). 
§ Participation increased (from Kyoto Protocol) but not yet guaranteed.
§ Continued weak compliance measures.
§ IPCC recommends systemic change at every level of society, Paris Agreement 

inadequate for this – not radical!



Global Context 
- Climate 
Change Politics



Local Context –
How is the UK 
Doing?



What Does This Tell Us About the Global 
Response to Climate Change?

The UN played an important role in building 
consensus and catalysing action, but so far has 
failed to make a major impact on climate change. 
Are there any alternatives?

Yes! 

There has been an explosion of non-state responses 
to climate change in the past decade.

The Paris Agreement presents a significant shift 
away from a purely state-led approach to climate 
change. 



The Importance of Non-State 
Action

State and non-state actors face the same key problems: 

1. Ongoing struggle to lower GHG emissions at the rate 
required.

2. Entrenched favoring of mitigation over adaptation.

3. Pervasive exclusion of the Global South from decision 
making processes.

4. Incessant failure to change the behavior of responsible 
actors. 

But…

Non-state climate change actors are moving towards enabling a 
condition of climate justice more creatively, ambitiously and 
quickly than state actors. 



The Importance of Non-State Action



Final Message –
2021 is a Key 
Year for Climate 
Change Action!

COP26 - UK

Recovery from pandemic

Eyes on Bristol – One City 
Plan Refresh


